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Martu host 18 leaders from Police, Border 
Force and Fire and Rescue services on 
country
In August, a number of executive leaders from 
the Australian & New Zealand Police Leadership 
Strategy, an initiative of the Australian Institute 
of Police Management (AIPM), spent five days 
with over 50 Martu leaders deep in the Western 
Desert region east of Newman.

This leadership group included the WA 
Commissioner of Police, Chris Dawson, the 
Chief Police Officer ACT Australian Federal 
Police, Justine Saunders, two Deputy 
Commissioners from the Queensland Fire & 
Emergency Services and Australian Border 
Force and three Assistant Commissioners from 
WA and SA. They were also joined by a number 
of senior WA Police.

Before the visitors arrived, Martu worked 
together over two days in Parnngurr to talk 
about the key messages that they wanted these 
senior police leaders to hear about from Martu. 
In the end Clifton summed it up by saying we 
want them to learn about respect, justice and 
Martu power. The team wanted to show how 
Martu are using the Martu Leadership Program 
to work towards a new story for Martu in the 
Criminal Justice system.  

The first day was all about getting to camp.  
Police leaders from around Australia had arrived 
early that morning in Newman and before they 
knew it they were in Toyotas heading to a camp 
located near Parnngurr Community, (about 5 
hours east from Newman.)  

They arrived at the camp that evening and 
were welcomed by Martu who had camp fires, 
snacks and a BBQ dinner ready to serve.

The next day the workshop sessions began 
after a very warm welcome from all Martu 
who introduced themselves to the visitors. 
Once introductions were finished, everyone 
split into two groups and the focus for the day 
was social structures, Martu kinship and the 
police hierarchy structure. The police were 
very honoured to learn how the Martu kinship 
system works.

Day three was a little more challenging. Martu 
did well to explain their systems of punishment 
which can be difficult to understand for police 
who work from a lawbook. Mr Williams provided 
some good examples of how Martu punishment 
is different from whitefella law. 

The police leaders heard that in a Martu way, 
somebody can get punishment from whitefella 
law and then get further punishment from 
Martu law.  
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One clear difference is that Martu law is quick 
and doesn’t include prison. Once it is done then 
everybody moves on. They don’t look back 
whereas whitefella law always keeps the record.

On day four the Martu leaders presented their 
leadership journey, the lessons they have 
learnt about the whitefella law system and 
their plans for a different story for Martu away 
from prisons. It was a positive message to 
finish on and one that was welcomed by Police 
Commissioner Dawson, inviting and supporting 
Martu to keep talking to the ‘big bosses’ of all 
government agencies.

While Martu and police worked hard over 
the four days, it wasn’t without some fun. 
Martu took police on hunting and gathering 
adventures bringing in kangaroo, camel, 
bustard, bush tomato and witchetty grubs. Our 
visitors had the opportunity to visit a number of 
sites and continued to learn many stories from 
the Martu elders. The evenings were spent with 
a lot of talk around the fires and some movies 
under the stars.

As the sun went down on our last night Martu 
performed their traditional dance.  This showed 
a big respect for the leaders who attended and 
was followed by Martu presenting each of the 
visiting officers with a gift pack to say thank 
you.

In a huge display of thanks by the police the 
police commissioner, and a number of his other 
staff presented the elders with their uniformed 
belts.

There was a good feeling in the camp and both 
Martu and the visitors are looking forward to 
continuing the journey to find a better way of 
working together. 

The camp would not have been possible with 
the massive effort of the camp manager Marc 
Huber. Thank you to the leaders for joining 
Martu on country and for the Martu leaders for 
sharing their knowledge and stories.  
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Looking after rock wallabies

In August the Jigalong rangers worked together 
with Alicia and Jo from Parks and Wildlife 
Services WA to conduct monitoring of warru 
(Black-flanked Rock Wallaby) at Pinpi (Durba 
Springs) and Kaalpi (Calvert Ranges). 

The team worked together to trap warru at 
Kaalpi, check and change motion-sensor 
camera cards at Pinpi and Kaalpi, as well as 
predator monitoring and baiting at Kaalpi.

The motion-sensor cameras at Pinpi captured a 
wiminyji (Northern Quoll). This is the first time 
this species has been recorded by Western 
Science in this area. As the photo indicates, 
Pinpi would appear to be a happy hunting 
ground as this individual is a very healthy 
specimen. 

Both teams worked very hard on the first full 
day in Kaalpi setting up 50 traps ready for 
trapping to commence the next morning. It was 
decided to run the traps for three nights and to 
try two nights of trapping with 10 traps further 
east at a site previously cleared by the senior 
men during an earlier visit. As with previous 
trapping trips the team was split into two and 
each team was responsible for running 25 traps 
for the three mornings.

Cat track monitoring and distribution of baits 
covering the area subject to aerial baiting and 
beyond was undertaken during the trip. 

Generally, the Kaalpi area was very dry and 
warru numbers were down on previous years. 
Despite the conditions, additional animals 
were sighted in the area and one previously 
never trapped animal was caught and 
processed. DNA analysis will show this animal’s 
relationship to animals captured in the main 
trapping area to date.

Another element of this trip was installation of 
a listening device capable of recording sounds 
made by bats. The listening devices will be 
collected at a later date. 

Whilst at Pinpi the rangers gave a presentation 
to tourists about the warru project, cat 
monitoring and baiting, and also about their 
work and lives generally. This session was 
a highlight for some of the tourists on their 
journey down the Canning Stock Route.  
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Wurlkurta Kalyuku Ninti
Forty-one participants came together from 
Jigalong, Punmu, Parnngurr, Kunawarritji, 
Wiluna, Hedland, Karratha, Nullagine and 
Newman to be a part of this year’s Kalyuku 
Ninti trip. This was an important pilgrimage for 
the Girgiba, Crusoe, Patch, Watson, Atkins and 
James families. 

The group travelled from Kunawarritji through 
to Kumpaya’s country kakarra (east) of the 
Windy Corner road, visiting many important 
places over eight days on the way to Wurlkurta. 
This was also an important trip for the Gibbs 
and Bidu families as we visited places such as 
Wikiri and Pinpinjanu.

Elders Kumpaya and Ngamaru were front 
and center throughout the trip, sharing their 
ninti (knowledge) of country and family and 
their stories of pujiman (bushman) days with 
everyone on the trip. They pushed through the 
long days with a great sense of humour. 

The convoy travelled along the Gary Highway 
visiting Kuny Kuny, Karingkarra and Nyakarilpa, 
and even located and ground-truthed Julyjarru, 
a rock hole that hadn’t been visited since 
pujiman days. The group then headed kakarra 
(east) and visited Pinkari, Ngankakaja, Ngarilyi, 
Wuukal and Kirriji. Kumpaya identified two 
additional waterholes at Ngarilyi that had not 
been mapped before. 
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The route continued to Wurlkurta, a very special 
place for the Crusoe family where there were 
a lot of emotions as the family approached 
the soak for the first time. Camp was set up 
here for two nights, allowing enough time for 
everyone to dig out the soak. This was an 
immensely hard task in the hot sun that took 
all day and required everyone’s help. All manner 
of tools - shovels, hammers, tyre levers and 
hands - were employed to get through the solid 
material. The dedication and work ethic shown 
by everyone was impressive. 

That night everyone was able to look at family 
trees together and to talk about how all the 
families are connected through their old people.

Making the way back to the Gary Highway, the 
group visited Wukarn and Wulkal rockholes 
where Kumpaya was able to confirm place 
names. Hitting the Talawana Track on the home 
stretch, we visited Wikiri windmill, Jaturti, Wikiri 
soak, and made our final camp at Pinpinjanu 
rock hole.

The trip was a chance for new ranger 
coordinators Tex (Bridget Kujarra), MG 
(Michael) and Cluggo (Shane) to get to 
know and work with their ranger teams. The 
Parnngurr and Kunawarritji teams didn’t 
hesitate to show their new coordinators how it’s 
all done on a KJ camp.

It was a very successful and happy trip thanks 
to a number of Martu who stepped up and took 
on responsibility in leadership roles. Everybody 
was a team player and pitched in with work at 
camp and waterholes. Many young people who 
don’t often work with KJ made the most of this 
opportunity to learn from their old people on 
country and about their family’s special places. 
Thank you everybody for a great trip!
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Southern Deserts Ranger Forum

Parnngurr rangers welcome new ranger 
coordinators

Representatives from the Parnngurr ranger 
team attended the 2018 IDA Southern Desert 
Ranger Forum at Credo Station hosted by the 
Goldfields Land and Sea Council. The team 
travelled 1400km (one-way) to attend the 
forum.

The rangers found the event very informative 
and a great opportunity to share ideas and 
stories. The rangers also participated in 
accredited training including chainsaw, quad, 
4wd as well as a refresher in CPR and snakebite 
response. 

There was a strong interest shown by other 
attending ranger groups in learning more about 
KJ’s leadership program. 

Particularly, the Spinifex rangers, who would be 
happy to have the Parnngurr rangers come and 
visit Tjuntjuntjara and participate in a two-way 
learning experience. 

Whilst training was occurring on the last day 
an elder, Trevor Donaldson from the Goldfields 
Land and Sea Council, took Muuki Taylor and 
Mark Jeffries on a personal tour of some 
nearby men’s sites. Muuki and Mark were very 
happy to be shown around the country and had 
a great afternoon.

Thank you to the Goldfields Land and Sea 
Council for hosting the event. Thank you also 
to the Indigenous Desert Alliance for organising 
the event.

Parnngurr rangers welcomed two new coordinators in August. Bridget Walker (aka Tex) has taken 
on the role or women’s ranger coordinator. Tex has previously worked as a ranger coordinator in 
Warburton and more recently at Cosmo-Newberry with Yilka Heritage and Landcare. Tex has a 
wealth of knowledge of, and great relationships with, a range of Martu, Anangu and other groups 
from the Western Desert

Michael Goodall (aka MG) has been appointed as men’s ranger coordinator in Parnngurr until the 
end of this year. MG previously worked with KJ in 2012-13 in a logistics role based in Newman. 
This role included stints as relief ranger coordinator in Parnngurr and led to MG establishing 
relationships with rangers at the time (many of whom are still in the team) as well as the broader 
Parnngurr community. 
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Waru season wraps up for 2018 and KJ says 
goodbye to waru man
The 2018 waru (fire) season wrapped up in early 
August. The ranger teams safely implemented 
many burns across the Determination, both 
on ground and from the air, for a variety of 
outcomes. Highlights included:

• Training with Parks and Wildlife early in the 
year which allowed for ten Martu rangers to 
implement aerial prescribed burning. 

• Two pastoral interface trips, funded by 
Rangelands NRM. These efforts helped to 
break up country near the western edge of 
Martu country to assist in preventing the 
spread of wildfire in adjacent pastoral lands.

• Trackside burning by the Kunawarritji 
rangers, which provides a buffer for 
travellers along the Gary Highway and 
Canning Stock Route.

• ‘Precision’ fine scale burning around Black 
Flanked Rock Wallaby sites and cultural 
sites in the rocky ranges to the south of 
Lake Disappointment.

• Punmu rangers working to implement the 
fire protection plan around their community.

In all, around 7.5% of the management area 
for the year was burnt. This includes the 
area of Karlamilyi National Park managed in 
partnership with Parks and Wildlife Services 
WA. This important work will provide a buffer to 
summer wildfires and protect important places 
from the negative impacts of fire.

The 2018 fire season sees the departure of 
Waru Man (Gareth Catt) from KJ after six years 
of dedicated service. 

Waru Man has been instrumental in increasing 
KJ’s capacity to undertake large scale burning, 
from the air and the ground; and increasing KJ’s 
capacity to burn and to do it in a safe effective 
manner.

We will miss him, but know that his skills and 
knowledge will now be utilised on a landscape 
scale, in his new role with the Ten Deserts 
Project.
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In July, Martu rangers and leadership 
participants attended a two and a half day 
‘Documenting and Revitalising Indigenous 
Languages’ (DRIL) workshop with trainers from 
the Resource Network for Linguistic Diversity 
(RNLD) from Melbourne. The workshop was 
hosted by Rawa School’s language team in 
Punmu community. It was a huge success.

The first afternoon saw participants deeply 
engaged in a robust discussion about 
traditional old language and how to pass it 
on, while together deciding on priorities for 
language work going forward as well as on 
priorities for the workshop itself. 

As the discussion had largely centred on 
culture, kinship, clans and learning on 
country alongside elders, the group thought 
it appropriate to take the trainers to some 
important sites close to Punmu – Jila-
jila, Wirlarra, Yilyara and Turtu – to aid the 
trainers’ understanding of the importance to 
Martu people of on-country learning and inter 
generational transmission of ninti (knowledge).

The next morning the group practised recording 
oral histories with Martu elder Ngarinyjapayi 
Chapman at Yilyara near Punmu. After later 
using syllable cards to practise reading and 
writing traditional, poetic, old words from 
the dictionary (while discussing the words’ 
meanings as a group) they together transcribed 
Ngarinyjapyi’s stories, and practised listening 
for older words that are at risk of being 
forgotten.

 

On the final day, the group practised translation 
and morphology. Morphology involves breaking 
words up into meaningful parts (ie. mean/ing/
ful part/s). It is important for deep linguistic 
analysis, as well as for a certain level of 
nuanced grammatical translation. The group 
did well and talked about the important broader 
level of expression and contextual meaning 
that morphological analysis alone doesn’t 
pick up on. They also highlighted words and 
expressions they thought that younger Martu 
would be unlikely to know.

The workshop finished with another trip onto 
nearby country with Martu elder Mulyatingki 
Marney to discuss plants that Ngarinyjapayi 
had mentioned in her stories the previous day. 
Mulyatingki showed the group how to make 
traditional jakapiri (sandals) while they recorded 
her speaking. This led into a final group 
discussion about future directions for Martu 
language work. Huge congratulations to all the 
participants for their enthusiasm and deep level 
of engagement during the workshop!! Muku-
muku-la! 

Keeping language strong
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Ranger teams busy in the field
In July the Punmu rangers joined with staff 
from Nifty Mine and Parks and Wildlife Services 
WA to undertake work within Karlamilyi 
National Park.

The team collected remote sensor cameras 
that were placed out on country last season. 
When the photos were inspected evidence of a 
wiminyji (Northern Quoll) was found. 

The team undertook mankarr (bilby) monitoring 
and controlled burning to protect the area and 
improve food sources.

Aerial burning was also conducted targeting 
large patches of spinifex amongst fresh 
summer fire scars. Trained Martu bombardiers, 
Neil Lane and Ned Booth, and ranger 
coordinator Daniel Johanson showed the other 
rangers how the aerial incendiary machine 
worked and how it was operated in the chopper. 

Both Neil and Ned explained the use of the 
machine in language and the training focussed 
on helping female rangers feel comfortable 
with the chopper and the machine with a 
view to future training. The exercise was 
very successful with the Martu bombardiers 
providing the bulk of the instruction and a 
number of female rangers expressing a desire 
to undertake formal training. 

The Kunawarritji ranger team participated in a 
successful waru (fire) week which comprised of 
helicopter and ground burning. Fire breaks were 
put in around the significant cultural sites and 
ground burning was conducted around Gary 
Junction, Well 34 on the Canning Stock Route 
and along the Wapet Road towards Punmu.

Aerial burning covered a large area of country 
surrounding Kunawarritji with the burns helping 
to break up the homogeneity of country and 
hopefully providing buffers and breaks to stop 
the spread of hot season wildfires.

The Kunawarritji team welcomed the new 
ranger coordinator Shane Clugston (Cluggo) 
and his wife Maureen (Mo) to the community. 
Cluggo and Mo have a breadth of cross-cultural 
work and experience from living and working in 
locations such as Saudi Arabia and Brazil where 
Cluggo and Mo taught English, and Arnhem 
Land in the NT where Cluggo was a ranger 
coordinator with Northern Land Council.

Members of the Kunawarritji and Punmu ranger 
teams joined together for eight days to visit a 
number of sites along the Canning Stock Route 
and the Percival Lakes region. The rangers 
checked tourist permits along the Canning 
Stock Route and handed out information packs. 

The team paid their respects at Mukurutu’s 
grave site at Well 40 before heading off-country 
towards the lake region. Throughout the journey 
the team visited the birthplace of some of the 
ranger’s families, visited a number of important 
cultural sites, undertook controlled fire work 
and cleaned out several soaks. The teams were 
exhausted but happy on their return back to 
communities. 



Kanyirninpa Jukurrpa Newsletter Vol 38 2018  |  10

www.kj.org.au

Parnngurr rangers join Martumili artists on 
country
In May, the Parnngurr rangers joined 
a Martumili painting camp organised 
by Cyril Whyoulter with Jakayu Biljabu, 
Kumpaya Girgiba, Bugai Whyoulter, 
Ngamaru Bidu, Helen Dale Samson, Lily 
Long and Amy French. Warntili was the 
theme for many of the paintings. 

During the days, the rangers went on the 
search for mankarr (bilbies) along the 
Canning Stock Route. Evidence of two 
populations were found. On the second 
day, the group made a very special visit 
to Kaalpa with Corban and Tamisha 
Williams and Jeannice Sailor – their 
jamu’s (grandparent’s)country. 

This is a place Corban often paints and 
his first visit to Kaalpa. He would like to 
go back to Kaalpa in the future with the 
rangers to clean away the buffel grass. 

At night time, we listened to some old 
pujiman (bushman) stories and some of 
the rangers joined the Martumili camp 
for crafting, sing-a-longs and some 
stellar guitar solos.
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An old friend of Martu volunteers with KJ
Over two weeks in July, Puntura-ya Ninti had 
a long-term friend of Martu, Nyaparu (John) 
Sherwood, volunteered his time with us at the 
office in Newman. 

Nyaparu worked at Strelley as the principal for 
a year in the early 1980s and he later visited 
Punmu community while he was working at 
Mount Lawley Teacher’s College (now Edith 
Cowan University). 

Nyaparu is helping to sort KJ’s huge collection 
of historical papers and books. We have 
been brainstorming how we can make all this 
important material accessible for Martu. 

During his stay, Nyaparu met many Martu that 
he had worked with a long time ago and shared 
many stories with Martu and the staff at the 
office. Nyaparu will be coming back to help us 
again.

KJ says goodbye to Jigalong ranger 
coordinator Peter Twigg
Peter Twigg finished his role as Jigalong ranger 
coordinator at the end of August. This brought 
to an end a three and a half year chapter in the 
history of the ranger program in Jigalong.

Twigg has accepted the role of Culture and 
Heritage Project Officer with South Coast NRM 
based in Albany. 

His ability to tell a story and build genuine 
relationships has seen him widely accepted and 
respected by Martu.

His sense of humour, sage advice, load-tying 
prowess, care for his colleagues and methodical 
teaching methods, as well as his ability to make 
an analogy, are just some of the myriad reasons 
Twigg will be missed by Martu and non-Martu 
alike.



Kanyirninpa Jukurrpa Newsletter Vol 38 2018  |  12

www.kj.org.au

Funders, partners and supporters 


